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242. in the modern world, the place of the christian faith, as
well as that of the church, is being called into question. the

church does not want to be relegated to the museum of
human history, but to be present in all spheres of life. [125]

this concerns not only the material world, but also the world of
ideas, of culture and of values. the church knows that she is

not only part of the world of reality but is also a social reality in
her own right, and she must not be ashamed to present herself
as such. by faith she believes in the gospel which has come to
the world, and so she proclaims the gospel which has come to
the world. she is convinced that the gospel is the answer to the

world-wide hunger for salvation and the challenge to love,
justice and freedom. 278. i am also worried about the sharp
increase in the phenomenon of so-called “chaplaincy.” the

majority of these initiatives, which are sometimes carried out
with good intentions, are in fact a diversion from other

necessary and urgent pastoral tasks, since they often focus on
meeting people’s physical needs and on handling a range of
problems which are not necessarily evangelistic. given the

shortage of parish priests in some areas, it is vital that there
should be a better understanding of the true meaning of
“pastoral ministry.” the church does not simply mean the
physical presence of a pastor. pastoral ministry is first and

foremost a task of the heart. pastors are not simply
catechetical teachers, but also are human, social and spiritual
teachers. they are not simply agents of the faithful, but also
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they are called to be the masters of the church and to exercise
a spiritual leadership. pastors must therefore be careful not to

detach themselves from their people; they must always be
available to them and be involved in their activities.
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120. as god is near, angels remain near, seeking out all the
places where people need him. the disciples, seeing angels
singing a hymn, fear them and ask jesus what to do. [317]

jesus tells them, “do not be afraid.” [318] the mission of the
angels is to love and serve god. they have been sent with

jesus, but they live in the present day with us; they are also
present in the churches of the world. they want everyone to
know the presence of god. may they be to us a sign of hope
and a call to evangelize the world! “the angels come to help

those who are in need,” to seek out those who are lost,
especially through the signs of the gospel, [319] in order that

they may approach jesus. at the moment, we need all the help
and strength the church can offer. it is a great moment of joy

and of help. it is a moment for giving thanks, for having
received help and for giving help. 49. we can also evangelize

in the field of ecumenical dialogue. the ecumenical movement
is developing, and the dialogue of peoples is a clear sign of
hope. the church is faced with the task of saving, not only
peoples, but also culture and civilization. the church must

therefore integrate all the resources of the human sciences to
direct and promote a joint mission and a common witness.

without such a common message, dialogue will not have any
meaning. if the church does not have a common position on
the basic aspects of her faith, dialogue cannot reach its true

goal; by contrast, those who are not christians will be left
without a reason to dialogue and will only then be able to

listen to others. 5ec8ef588b
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